
1-800-462-1478   www.SDE.com

LAURIE BOEN 
Classroom Practitioner

All resource materials not specifically identified as being reprinted from another source is copyright © 2011 by Lauren Boen.  
You may not distribute, copy, or otherwise reproduce any of this material for sale or for commercial use without written permission from the author.

K-5	 Building Higher-Order Thinking Skills 	
	 with Ready-to-Use Technologies			
	 (Gr. K‑12) 



Differentiation for the Gifted
Learner Using Technological Tools.

Dr. Laurie Boen
Assisti:H1t Profes~sof of Educi:Hion

Southwest B8ptist Universitv
l<~urie bOf~n(ij) grnaiI.corn

What is
Differentiated

Instruction?

Differentiated instruction is a teaching
philosophy based on the premise that
teachers should adapt instruction to student
differences. Rather than marching students
through the curriculum lockstep, teachers
should modify their instruction to meet
students' varying readiness levels, learning
preferences, ana interests. Therefore,the
teacher proactively plans a variety of ways to
'get at' and express learning."

Carol Ann Tomlinson

Differeptiation

Is a teacher's response to learner's needs
t

Guided by general principles ofdifferentiation
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Content Process Product

IAccording to Students' I
EnVironment

IThrough a range ofstrategies such as: I
Multiple intelligences... Jigsaw... 4MAT... Graphic Organizers... RAFfS

Compacting... Tiered assignments... Leveled texts... Complex Instruction ... Learning

Kim
Sticky Note
respectful: task relates to what is expected (i.e. writing an essay about dissecting a frog might not be respectful)
flexible: groups change--students don't stay with the same the whole time. groups can be differentiated by readiness, interest, learning style
*can differentiate by:
-content
-process
-product (present through art, writing, verbally, etc.)--only give them a choice if it doesn't matter
-environment




What are characteristics
of Gifted/Advanced Learners?

"For the purpose of education, gifted
children are those students in a given school
or school district who are exceptional by virtue
ofmarkedly greater than average potential or
ability in some area ofhuman activity
generally considered to be the province of the
educational system and whose exceptionality
engenders special-educational needs that are
not being met adequately by the regular core
curriculum." Borland 1989

What is concept-based Curriculum?
Major Concepts and Subconcepts

These are the written statements of truth, the core to the
meaning(s) of the lesson(s) or unit. These are what
connect the parts of a subject to the student's Iife and to
other subjects.

It is through the understanding component of instruction
that we teach our students to truly grasp the "point" of the
lesson or the experience.

Understandings are purposeful. They focus on the key
ideas that require students to understand information and
make connections while evaluating the relationships that
exit within the understandings.
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What Students are able tod~
• Basic skills of any discipline
• Skills of planning, independent learning, etc.

The skill portion encourages the students to ''think''
like the professionals who use the knowledge and skill
daily as a matter of how they do business. This is what
it means to "be like" a doctor, a scientist, a writer or
an artist.

Kim
Sticky Note
gifted: greater than average POTENTIAL
special education needs (degree of difference from "normal" could be the same as someone who's IQ is two standard deviations below)
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Sticky Note
Start with a concept (i.e. war, peace)
-statements of truth
-connections
-objective of lesson
-key ideas




Technolo ical Tools
Tool URL Thinking Skills

Technological Tools cant.
Tool URL thinking Skills
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Sticky Note
Wiki: group made statement, collaboration, usually online, variety of content, online websites 
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Sticky Note
Glogster: can make private or public--the only way you can access the private one is if you have the link (it won't show up in searches)
can embed links or videos
Ideas:
-use for book reports
-persuasive writing
-test review
-science fair

can print out the page
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Sticky Note
Voice Thread: online slideshow with multiple opportunities to collaborate
Can post a picture--people can communicate about it;1. click on the image to zoom in 2. comment: 3. can listen to people's comments by clicking on their picture or use the buttons
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Sticky Note
Blogs: online conversations
Google has a free blogger--must have a google account
How to use:
-about books
-can set up so that students comments aren't seen until you moderate them
-weekly problem
-math word problem (students post explanation for the steps)
-use as a newsletter--students and parents could comment
-search online for ideas on assessment; let kids know whether their blogging is formal or informal

Kim
Sticky Note
social bookmarking: sharing/describing your favorite links
-delicious: share your favorite websites with friends/strangers (free); can sort and put into different folders--can differentiate by folder, can set up different accounts for kids to have access to
-tizmos: another site that also includes visuals, automatically updates links

Kim
Sticky Note
Prezi: presentation tool; http://prezi.com/ 
Take a PowerPoint and put into Prezi-can zoom in/out, can navigate into the internet




